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2-6-1

USE OF EMERGENCY WARNING EQUIPMENT

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the use of emergency [EHiouEl VEREE
warning equipment.

2-6-2

Policy

It is the policy of the Department to adhere to statutory restrictions on the use of emergency
warning equipment and that such equipment is employed only under authorized conditions and
circumstances and in ways that will minimize the risk of crashes or injuries to employees or the

public.

2-6-3

A

2-6-4

Definitions
Authorized Emergency Warning Equipment
That equipment on authorized emergency vehicles that emits audible or visual signals
in order to warn others that law enforcement services are in the process of being

delivered. These devices include a siren, flashing or rotating red and blue lights, or
amber lights.

Emergency Vehicle

An authorized law enforcement vehicle displaying a government license plate,
equipped with emergency lights, siren, and other emergency warning devices required
by New Mexico State Statute and used for emergency response situations.

Response Code 1

Response in compliance with all traffic regulations without the use of emergency
equipment. Code 1 calls are non-emergency in nature.

Response Code 3

Response with full emergency equipment in operation. Code 3 calls are life
threatening in nature, or meet any other criteria for an emergency response.

Procedures

Authority for Code Response
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1.

2.

When resiondini to an emergency call, or when in pursuit of EISUSPEC! SRIGEIaNol

, officers are authorized to exercise the right-of-way privilege,
as provided for by law in § 66-7-6 NMSA 1978 if the officer is driving an authorized
emergency vehicle and properly using authorized emergency equipment.

This section does not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor does it protect the
driver from the consequences of their reckless disregard for the safety of others.

B. Code 3 Response

1.

When human life is known to be in danger, the primary and secondary units
dispatched may respond Code 3 with full emergency equipment activated. A
supervisor may authorize a Code 3 response to an in-progress felony call for service
to prevent the likelihood of an offender’s escape and/or to protect life and property.

Officers may downgrade to a Code 1 response when any of the following conditions
are known:

a. Human life is no longer in immediate danger.
b. Information indicates a violent felony is no longer occurring.
c. The scene is secure A

An officer may request EISCHEHNN BUEHIGHENURIEE rcspond Code 3.

An officer may disengage the siren upon arrival to the area of an in-progress call for
service.

C. Code 1 Response

Code 1 response will be used for all other calls for service.

D. Supervisor

1

2

Supervisors will be tasked with monitoring the number of units responding Code 3.

The supervisor may direct response by a code other than as provided for if the
circumstances dictate.

On-duty supervisors will respond to any incident with the propensity to cause serious
injury or death.
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2-6 USE OF EMERGENCY WARNING EQUIPMENT
2-6-1 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the use of emergency vehicular warning
equipment.

2-6-2 Policy
It is the policy of the Department to adhere to statutory restrictions on the use of emergency
warning equipment and that such equipment is employed only under authorized conditions and

circumstances and in ways that will minimize the risk of crashes or injuries to employees or the
public.

2-6-3 Definitions
A. Authorized Emergency Warning Equipment
That equipment on authorized emergency vehicles that emits audible or visual
signals in order to warn others that law enforcement services are in the process of

being delivered. These devices include a siren, flashing or rotating red and blue
lights, or amber lights.

B. Emergency Vehicle
An authorized law enforcement vehicle displaying a government license plate,
equipped with emergency lights, siren, and other emergency warning devices
required by New Mexico State Statute and used for emergency response situations.

C. Response Code 1

Response in compliance with all traffic regulations without the use of emergency
equipment. Code 1 calls are non-emergency in nature.

D. Response Code 3

Response with full emergency equipment in operation. Code 3 calls are life
threatening in nature, or meet any other criteria for an emergency response.
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Procedures

1

. Authority for Code Response

When responding to an emergency call, or when in pursuit of an actual or
suspected law violator, officers are authorized to exercise the right-of-way
privilege, as provided for by law in § 66-7-6 NMSA 1978 if the officer is driving an
authorized emergency vehicle and properly using authorized emergency
equipment.

This section does not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from
the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor does it protect
the driver from the consequences of their reckless disregard for the safety of
others.

. Code 3 Response

1.

When human life is known to be in danger, the primary and secondary units
dispatched may respond Code 3 with full emergency equipment activated. A
supervisor may authorize a Code 3 response to an in-progress felony call for
service to prevent the likelihood of an offender’s escape and/or to protect life and
property.

Officers may downgrade to a Code 1 response when any of the following
conditions are known:

a. Human life is no longer in immediate danger.
b. Information indicates a violent felony is no longer occurring.
c. The scene is secure and/or controlled.

An officer may request a cover unit respond Code 3.

An officer may disengage the siren upon arrival to the area of an in-progress call
for service.

. Code 1 Response

Code 1 response will be used for all other calls for service.

i

. Supervisor

Supervisors will be tasked with monitoring the number of units responding Code
3.

2. The supervisor may direct response by a code other than as provided for if the

circumstances dictate.
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3. On-duty supervisors will respond to any incident with the propensity to cause
serious injury or death.




Submit

Policy Recommendations to the Office of Policy Analysis

Date: 6/22/18
SOP: 2-6 Use of Emergency Warning Equipment
Name of Submitting Department / Unit: Officer Julie Maycumber (Compliance)

POLICE

In order to gain a clear understanding of the reason for the policy change, please answer the questions below with as much
detail as possible as this information will be shared with internal and external stakeholders interested in participating in APD’s

policy development process.

RECOMMENDATION
Issue Overdue for review
Recommendation Check for wordiness or redundancies.

Also check for clarifications needed.
Only minor changes needed at this time.

Recommendation made by | [J Office of Policy Analysis O _: Julie Maycumber

Supporting research, None needed.
best practices, data
trends, etc.
_ Name: Officer Julie Phone: (505) 492-4610 E-mail:
Contact information: Maycumber jmaycumber@cabg.gov

Please submit this form to OPA@cabg.gov
If you need assistance completing this form, and for any questions or concerns please contact your SOP liaison @ adgarcia@cabg.gov.
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Albuquerque Police Department, Office of Policy Analysis 1




